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… to the ends of the earth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nau mai Haere mai 

Welcome to the Chatham Islands (Rēkohu / Wharekauri)  

 

Welcome to this celebration of history 

 

Welcome to this commemoration of the story of the Lutheran 

Church in Aotearoa-New Zealand 
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Outline of Program 
 

Sat 31st December 
 
 
 

Sun 1st January 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 2nd January 
 
 
 
 

Tue 3rd January 

2.00pm 
5.30pm 

 
 

4.00am 
5.00am 

 
8.00am 

10.45am 
11.00am 

 
12.00pm 

 
10.00am 
11.00am 

 
3.00pm 

 
8.30am 

10.00am 
12.00pm 

 
 

Depart Auckland 
Arrive on Chatham Islands 
Transfer to Hotel 
 
Depart for Te Whakaru 
Dawn Ceremony at Te Whakaru, 
including Tree Planting 
Breakfast at Hotel 
Depart Hotel for Te One 
New Year’s Day Worship at  
St Augustines, Te One 
Tree Planting in Te One 
 
Depart for Stone Cottage, Maunganui 
Visit, Tree Planting and Lunch at 
Stone Cottage 
Visit Admiral Gardens 
 
Depart Hotel for Tuuta Airport 
Depart from Chatham Islands 
Arrive in Christchurch 
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Nga mihi 
Words of Welcome and Greeting 

 
 
 
Rev Mark Whitfield 

Bishop of the Lutheran Church of New Zealand / Pīhopa o te Hāhi 

Rūtana o Aotearoa 

 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa.  Nga mihi nui ki a koutou katoa.   

 

Hello everyone.  Warm greetings to everyone. 

 

I was blessed with parents, a grandmother, and a great uncle and aunt, amongst 

others, who cultivated in me a deep interest in my own history; who I am, where 

I came from, who my ancestors are, where they came from.   

 

Six years ago, this interest led me to re-walk the 160km Beach Highway from 

Wellington to Marton (along the West Coast of the lower North Island) in a 

Pilgrimage of Faith.  I walked in the footsteps of my forebears who had walked 

this path 150 years earlier in order to establish the Lutheran Church in Marton; 

a story of God’s faithfulness and love that is still, by his grace, being written.   

 

As I write this, I have just returned from visiting the members of the oldest 

Lutheran Church in mainland New Zealand; St Pauls in Upper Moutere, 

established 4 months after the Gossner Missionaries arrived here in Rekohu.  

Last evening we called a new Pastor.  He will be the 18th Pastor since 1843; a 

wonderful sign that God continues to write his story of love and grace within 

the heart of the nation and peoples of Aotearoa-New Zealand. 

 

Next week I will have the joy and privilege of leading our youngest congregation 

in the Lutheran Church of New Zealand (LCNZ) – a Chinese congregation – as 

they call a new Pastor. 
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God’s story with his people continues to be written. 

 

And now, here we are, at the ends of the earth, to celebrate that God also wrote 

some of his story of grace here through the five Gossner Missionaries who 

arrived on the Chathams on 20th February 1843.   

 

Some might say that their mission endeavours failed; came to nothing, but it can 

never be said that God’s mission endeavour to this part of the world or indeed 

to our nation of Aotearoa-New Zealand came to nothing.  The gospel is still 

proclaimed in these islands; it still flourishes in the hearts and homes and 

communities of Kiwis and those who have come from other places to call New 

Zealand home. 

 

What we celebrate in this end-of-the-earth location, 500 years on from the 

Reformation and thousands of kilometres from Wittenberg, is the story of God’s 

love in Christ; a story that continues to unfold and be told; drawing many into 

its life-giving embrace and re-forming lives in the image of Christ. 

 

Even if it is true, as one of the missionaries, Johannes Engst said, that, “maybe 

the greatest impact the missionaries made was to teach them [the indigenous 

people] to help themselves”, we do know that they offered themselves to these 

islands as servants of the gospel of Christ; in humility and love. 

 

The five missionaries are an important part of the story of who we are as God’s 

people in this place, and therefore it is good for us to be here and to remember 

them. 

 

Ko te ra tenei i hanga e Ihowa; kia hari, kia toa tatou.  Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, 

tēnā tatou katoa.   

 

This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Greetings to us all. 

 

I want to acknowledge the support and encouragement I have had from Joachim (Joe) Mattner; 

a true ‘Friend of the Islands.’  Joe loves Rekohu and has made more than one visit from his 
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home in Bremerhaven, Germany to this place to restore gravesites and generally to immerse 

himself in and preserve the story of the Gossner Missionaries.  I spent one hour with him on a 

train between Hannover and somewhere in Holland earlier this year; it was a good hour 

listening to one who loves this place, and who has urged me on to fulfil the dream of 

commemoration here. 

 

I also want to acknowledge the support (and presence during this Commemoration Event) of 

Bill Carter; historian and part-time resident of the Chatham Islands.  Bill hosted me on my 

first visit to the Islands in November 2015, and has been a constant help to me and the 

Working Committee on the Reformation Commemoration.  Together with Jim Muirson – 

whose land we go through to reach the site of the first Lutheran Mission – Bill has also prepared 

the gravesite of David Mueller and gifted us with his own account of this important history.                                                                                               

 

+Mark 
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Rev John Henderson 

Bishop of the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand 

 

Today, the largest numerical growth of Christian churches is in the global south.  

500 years after the beginnings of the Reformation in the western church, the 

Lutheran World Federation will recognise this in 2017 by holding its Assembly 

in Namibia.  In doing so it is following a pattern set by other global Christian 

communities which emerged out of the Reformation. 

 

The push spread the Word across the world was spearheaded by many risk 

taking, faithful and energetic missionaries who took Jesus’ command in Matthew 

28 to the full.  They came as far as the Chatham Islands, and today we honour 

them and their successors, and the people of these islands.  Now a part of the 

prosperous nation of New Zealand, these islands, and the work of the Gossner 

missionaries, should be known far and wide.  We aim to contribute to that 

knowledge by being here for this New Year event in 2017. 

 

In the past Lutherans have long been a small, minority church in this part of the 

world.  People have not noticed us much because of the strong predominance 

of churches originating from the British Isles.  But the days of that Empire are 

long gone, and Lutherans are taking their place in a society which is increasingly 

multicultural and multi-faith.  We want others to know of our confession of 

Christ, and our place in his body, which is made up of many parts. 

 

So, on behalf of the Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand, gathered 

as one Christian community under Christ, I greet everyone who is participating 

in this event, local residents, visitors, and all those who celebrate these islands 

and the pioneering work of those Lutheran missionaries who came here in the 

name of Christ over 160 years ago. 

 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness 

of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3) 
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Harald Lehmann 

Chairman of the Gossner Mission (Vorsitzender der Gossner Mission) 

 

Liebe Leser/innen, während ich den 
Computerbildschirm öffne, um erste 
Gedanken für mein Grußwort zu 
notieren, liegt neben mir der Plan für 
unsere Reise nach Neuseeland und zu 
den Chatham Inseln. 
 
„Flug von Düsseldorf über Singapur 
nach Auckland am 27. Dezember 
2016“ lese ich da und „Rückflug auf 
gleichem Wege am 12. Januar 2017“. 
Beide Strecken legen wir in etwas mehr 
als 30 Stunden zurück. Vom 31. 
Dezember bis zum 3. Januar werden 
wir auf die Chatham Islands fliegen 
und uns erinnern an jene Missionare 
der Gossner Mission, die hier einst als 
erste Lutheraner die Frohe Botschaft 
zu den einheimischen Moriori und 
Maori gebracht haben. Eine 
anstrengende Reise wird das, haben 
Freunde und Verwandte gesagt.  
 
Am 5. Juli 1842 traten Franz 
Schirmeister, David Müller, Oskar 
Beier, Heinrich Baucke und Johann 
Engst auf dem Walfänger Juliane von 
Bremerhaven aus ihre Reise an. Sechs 
Monate waren sie unterwegs, 
ausgestattet mit kaum mehr als dem, 
was sie auf dem Leibe trugen und ein 
wenig Ausrüstung. Und die 
kostengünstige Überfahrt setzte 
voraus, dass sie sich auf dem Schiff am 
Dienst der eigentlichen Mannschaft 

Dear readers, whilst I open the 
computer screen to record first 
thoughts for my word of greeting 
next to me is the plan for our trip to 
New Zealand and the Chatham 
Islands.  
 
It reads "flight from Dusseldorf via 
Singapore to Auckland on the 27th 
of December 2016" and then "return 
flight on the same way 12th of 
January 2017". Both routes will take 
more than 30 hours. From the 31st 
of December to the 3rd of January 
we will fly to the Chatham Islands 
and recall those missionaries of the 
Gossner Mission who once brought 
the Good News to the native Moriori 
and Maori. A strenuous journey will 
that be our friends and relatives said.  
 
 
 
On July 5th in the year 1842 Franz 
Schirmeister, David Mueller, Oskar 
Beier, Heinrich Baucke and Johann 
Engst began their journey on the 
whaler Juliane departing from 
Bremerhaven. For six months they 
were on their way provided with little 
more than what they carried on their 
bodies and a small equipment. And 
the low-cost crossing required that 
they participated in the hard work of 
the sailors. In her hunt for whales the 
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beteiligten. Auf ihrer Jagd nach Walen 
durchkreuzte die Juliane tropische 
Regionen, segelte vorbei an Trinidad, 
umrundete das Kap der Guten 
Hoffnung und am 11. Januar 1843 
erreichte sie nach vielen Abenteuern 
und Stürmen Neuseeland. 
Vergleichend wage ich nicht mehr, 
unsere jetzige Reise anstrengend zu 
nennen. Was sie auf den Chatham 
Inseln erwartete, davon hatten die fünf 
keine Ahnung.  
 
Aber sie wussten, warum sie sich auf 
diesen Weg ins Ungewisse begeben 
hatten. Sie wollten eine Botschaft 
weitersagen, die für sie selbst eine 
essentielle Bedeutung hatte und die 
nach ihrer festen Überzeugung jeden 
Einsatz Wert war: die Frohe Botschaft 
von der Liebe Gottes, die allen 
Menschen gilt und die in einer sehr 
grundsätzlichen Weise frei macht von 
allen Bedrückungen und Nöten. Von 
Martin Luther hatten sie gelernt: „Ein 
Christenmensch ist ein freier Herr über 
alle Dinge und niemand untertan. Ein 
Christenmensch ist ein dienstbarer 
Knecht aller Dinge und jedermann 
untertan.“ (M.L. „Von der Freiheit 
eines Christenmenschen“) Diese 
Erkenntnis erlaubte ihnen, sich zu 
befreien aus den Bindungen ihres 
bisherigen Lebens und sich in den 
Dienst derer zu stellen, die von Gott 
und Jesus Christus noch nichts gehört 
hatten. 
 

Juliane crossed tropical regions, 
sailed past Trinidad, circumnavigated 
the Cape of Good Hope and after 
many adventures and storms finally 
reached New Zealand on the 11th of 
January 1843. In comparison I no 
longer dare to call our present 
journey exhausting. And the five had 
no real idea of what would wait for 
them on the Chatham Islands. 
 
 
 
But they knew why they had gone 
into the unknown. They wanted to 
spread a message which had an 
essential meaning for themselves and 
which – according to their firm 
conviction – was worth every effort: 
the message of the love of God 
which applies to all people and which 
in a very fundamental way takes away 
from them all oppressions and 
hardships. They had learned from 
Martin Luther: "A Christian is a 
perfectly free lord of all and subject 
to none; and a Christian is the most 
dutiful servant of all and subject to 
everyone.” (Martin Luther „On the 
freedom of a Christian“ 1520) This 
realization allowed them to free 
themselves from the bonds of their 
former life and to place themselves at 
the service of those who had not yet 
heard of God and Jesus Christ. 
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Wir wissen, dass die Schwierigkeiten 
der Anreise klein waren im Vergleich 
zu dem, was sie auf den Chatham 
Inseln erwartete. Und wir wissen, dass 
sie – gemessen an ihren Hoffnungen 
und Erwartungen – dort mehr 
Scheitern als Erfolge vorzuweisen 
hatten. Aber dankbar und bewundernd 
gedenken wir ihres Einsatzes, der 
beispielhaft ist für so viele Missionare, 
die sich auf den Weg in ferne Welten 
gemacht haben. 
 
Dass die Lutherische Kirche 
Neuseelands das Jahr der Reformation 
auf den Chatham Islands in 
Erinnerung an diese deutschen 
Christen beginnt und uns zu diesem 
Ereignis eingeladen hat, freut mich 
sehr und als Vorsitzender der Gossner 
Mission grüße ich alle 
Teilnehmer/innen sehr herzlich. 
 
Als Christen stehen wir in gewisser 
Weise immer auf den Schultern derer, 
die als Missionare einst die Frohe 
Botschaft in die Welt getragen haben. 
Und so lange wir da stehen, stehen wir 
auf festem Grund. 
 
Die Gossner Mission ist benannt nach ihrem 
Gründer Johannes Evangelista Gossner 
(1773 – 1858). Zu seiner Zeit als Pfarrer an 
der Bethlehemskirche in Berlin war er 
berühmt nicht nur für seine Predigten sondern 
auch für seine sozialen Aktivitäten. Er 
gründete Kindergärten und ein Krankenhaus 
für die arbeitende Bevölkerung und sandte 

We know that the difficulties of 
getting there were small compared to 
what was waiting for them on the 
Chatham Islands. And we know that 
they had more failures than successes 
in relation to their hopes and 
expectations. But full of thanks and 
admiration we commemorate their 
commitment which is exemplary for 
so many missionaries who have set 
off on a journey into distant worlds. 
 
 
The fact that the Lutheran Church of 
New Zealand starts the Year of the 
Reformation on the Chatham Islands 
in memory of these German 
Christians and has invited us to share 
this event is a great joy to me and as 
chairman of the Gossner Mission I 
greet all participants very warmly. 
 
 
As Christians we stand in a way 
always on the shoulders of those who 
once as missionaries carried the 
Good News into the world. And as 
long as we are standing there we are 
standing on solid ground. 
 
Gossner Mission is named after its founder 
Johannes Evangelista Gossner (1773 – 
1858). At his time as a minister of 
Bethlehem's Church in Berlin he was 
famous not only for his preaching but as well 
for his social activities. He established 
kindergardens and a hospital for the 
working class and finally in 1837 sent out 
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schließlich 1837 die ersten Missionare nach 
Australien aus. Hunderte folgten während der 
nächsten Jahrzehnte und wurden ausgesandt 
nach Neuguinea, auf die Inseln der Südsee, 
nach Indonesien und Indien. Die meisten 
waren keine ordinierten Pfarrer oder 
ausgebildeten Theologen, sondern fromme 
Handwerker 
 
Heute arbeitet die Gossner Mission in 
Partnerschaft mit lokalen Kirchen in Indien, 
Nepal, Uganda und Sambia. 
 

the first missionaries to Australia. 
Hundreds followed during the next decades 
and were sent to New Guinea, South Sea 
Islands, Indonesia and India – most of them 
were not ordained ministers or trained 
theologians but pious craftsmen. 
 
 
 
Today Gossner Mission works in 
partnership with local churches in India, 
Nepal, Uganda and Zambia. 
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Professor Dr. h.c. Margot Käßmann  

Special Envoy of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany for 

the Anniversary of the Reformation 2017 

 

As Special Envoy for the Reformation Jubilee for the Evangelical Church in 

Germany I have been visiting many of our partner churches since 2012.  In 

Europe, it has been important to convince others: This is not a German 

nationalistic Luther event!  Rather 2017 is a great chance for the churches in a 

more secularized societies to show, where the roots of this continent are.  

Reformation has been a broad process and it is continuing today.  Already the 

bohemian reformer Jan Hus, who lived one hundred years before Luther is part 

of the process and just as much are John Calvin and Hyldrich Zwingli.  And: 

The Reform movements changed the Roman Catholic church as well.  So when 

we celebrate reformation 2017 we will do it with an international and an 

ecumenical dimension. 

 

At the same time the Reformation did not only have relevance in the context of 

the church, but also a public one, one that relates to the state.  Therefore, already 

back in October 2011, the Bundestag, the German Parliament, discussed the 

2017 Centenary and, after a 90-minute debate, all parties agreed that the Luther 

Decade and the Reformation Centenary 2017 are an „event of world 

significance“ with European and international effect.  All deputies supported the 

motion which set wide expectations: „The posting of the Theses on 31st Oktober 

1517 by Martin Luther is seen as a the catalyst for the Reformation.  It had a 

lasting impact on society and politics in the last 500 years, not only in our 

country, but Europe-wide and worldwide.“  The German language was created 

by Luther’s translation of the bible, an education system emerged that gave 

access to schools to every child, boys and girls and state and church in the end 

became separated entities. 

 

The international dimension will not only be a European one.  Delegates from 

all over the world will come to Germany, especially in order to be part of the 

World Exhibition on Reformation taking place in Wittenberg from May to 

September 2017.  And at the same time, churches in many places will celebrate 

there form of remembering the Reformation: In Tansania, in Brasil, in India.  I 
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am fascinated by the idea that the churches in New Zealand will start the year 

on the Chatham Islands – first to see the sun on January 1, 2017.  I very much 

hope that many churches in the world will contribute until we see the sunset of 

that day.  The internet gives us a great possibility to start that year being in 

contact as Lutherans, as Protestants, as Christians all over the world.  May God 

bless the year 2017 so that it becomes an event with a mission: To remember the 

reformation and to ask, where we need reform and reformation in our churches 

and in our societies today. 
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Alfred Preece 

Mayor of the Chatham Islands 

 

On behalf of the Chatham Islands community I welcome members of the 

Lutheran Church and other dignitaries to our Islands for this very important 

commemoration event. 
 

As we celebrate those five pioneering missionaries who arrived on these shores 

in February 1843 we can only wonder and admire their dedication and 

enthusiasm to do God’s work.  Even though they were not successful with that 

mission they provide a rich paragraph to our history.  They built the durable 

stone cottage at Maunganui that stands strong to this day and left descendants 

who will forever remain part of our Island community. 
 

I sincerely hope you enjoy your stay with us. 

 

 

 

Annette King 

Member of Parliament for Rongotai including the Chatham Islands 

 

Happy New Year to all who are attending the celebration of the 500 Year 

Anniversary of the Reformation on the Chatham Islands.  What an adventurous 

place to be celebrating such a momentous anniversary.  I am sure you will all, by 

now, have some glimpse of how those 5 Lutheran missionaries felt as they began 

to establish their ministry on the Chatham’s or Rekohu as the Moriori named it. 

 

I am sure you have enjoyed a very warm Chatham Islands welcome and are 

enjoying the sights and experiences of the Chatham’s as you commemorate the 

beginning of this very special year.   

 

Please accept my very best wishes to you all for the rest of your stay on Rekohu, 

and to the Lutheran Church for the rest of this very auspicious year in 2017. 

 

Annette 
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Gossner Mission Society in the Chatham Islands 

 

The history of the Lutheran Church in New Zealand is generally considered to 

have its origins in the people who emigrated from Germany in 1843.  While it is 

true that the first major development occurred with the arrival of settlers in 

Nelson, there was in fact, an earlier attempt by a German Missionary Society to 

send people to this part of the world. 

 

The Gossner Mission Society which was founded in Berlin in 1836, had 

nominated a chaplain for a South Seas whaling ship.  On the strength of his 

reports, Gossner decided to send some missionaries to New Zealand.  They 

arrived at Otago heads in January 1843 in the South Island, but found the 

Wesleyan missionaries well established.  Trans-shipping to a small schooner, they 

sailed up the east coast, calling in at various places on the way.  At Cloudy Bay 

in Marlborough, they met the Methodist missioner, Reverend Ironside, who was 

very kind and helpful.  He suggested the Chatham Islands as a suitable field of 

work since it was not yet occupied by the Church Missionary Society (Anglican) 

or the Wesleyans.  After earnest prayer they decided to act on this suggestion, 

and arrived in the Chathams on 20 February 1843. 

 

Most people visiting New Zealand know only of the North and South Islands 

and sundry smaller islands dotted round the coast, but the Chathams are also 

politically part of New Zealand.  Situated 500 miles [800 kilometres] east of 

Christchurch, the group comprises three main islands of which Chatham Island 

is the largest, with the most inhabitants.  Indigenous natives were the peaceful 

and gentle Moriori, estimated by the Naval Captain Broughton in 1791 as over 

1,000 in number.  After 1835 when Māori from New Zealand invaded the islands 

and conquered the Moriori, numbers soon decreased.  The Chathams are 

windswept and bleak, with a mean average temperature of 11 degrees C. 

 

It was never an easy task for the five young men who had ‘faith in their souls 

and next to nothing in their pockets.’  They had a variety of skills between them 

– Oskar Beyer was a toolsmith, Johan Baucke a carpenter; Johannes Engst was 

a painter, David Muller a farmer and Franz Schirmeister, who had fewer practical 

skills, was studious and musical.  Building a house and learning the language of 
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the people were their first priorities.  The first houses were built in Whakaru Bay 

and later they moved to Mangape and the Maunganui.  The stone house here is 

still in existence and used occasionally by musterers.  The walls are solid and two 

inches thick, and the name Baucke can still be read on the rafters. 

 

The men soon found that through contact with whalers as well as Wesleyan and 

Anglican missionaries, the natives had learnt to ask for payment not only for 

food and land, but also for any services rendered.  An attempt by the 

schoolmaster Schirmesiter to start tuition for the children ended after a week 

because the missionaries found the parents expected to be paid!  However, the 

people appreciated being taught the skills of the Germans who set an example 

of grim tenacity and industry. 

 

By 1846 their farming activities began to pay off in terms of trade with visiting 

ships from Australia and the New Zealand mainland.  The mission sent out three 

deaconesses who arrived in 1846 to help the missionaries, and shortly afterwards 

wedding ceremonies were held for Baucke, Muller and Schirmeister.  It was 

hoped they could ‘set up a model Christian household’, for the indigenous 

people. 

 

Unfortunately there were problems with land, squabbles between Bishop 

Selwyn’s people, Wesleyan converts and those of the German mission, and by 

1850 the Mission as such appeared to be no longer viable.  Muller died in 1865, 

Beyer moved to mainland New Zealand to further his trading interests, 

Schirmeister went to Pitt Island as tutor to an English family and stayed there 

two years.  On his return journey to Germany, he called in to visit his wife’s 

relative, Pastor Gericke who was a missionary in Nundah, Queensland.  

Schirmeister was persuaded to stay on to minister to the increasing number of 

German migrants and so became one of the founders of the Lutheran Church 

in Queensland. 

 

Baucke’s wife died in 1868 after which he moved to Wellington and worked as 

a French polisher for a time.  For many years he was involved in lengthy battles 

with the government and its representatives because of land purchases.  Baucke 

died in Wellington and is buried there.  Engst alone remained in the Chathams 
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until his death in 1910.  The missionaries do not appear to have made much of 

a mark in the Chatham Islands, and saddened by the lack of response to their 

earnest endeavours to bring the Gospel to the indigenous people, Engst felt that 

maybe the greatest impact the missionaries made was to teach them to help 

themselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Lutheran Story – A Brief History of the Lutheran Church in New Zealand 

1843-1993 

Jean King 

©Jean King 1994, Published by the Lutheran Church of New Zealand 

Chapter 1 reprinted by kind permission of Jean King’s family 
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To the Ends of the Earth 
A Dawn Ceremony at Te Whakaru – the Site of the First Lutheran 

Mission in Aotearoa-New Zealand to welcome the beginning of the 

New Year; 2017 – the 500th Anniversary Year since the Reformation 
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Nau Mai – Haere Mai 
 
Haere mai, haere mai, haere mai!  Kia ora ra ki nga iwi e tau e.  Mauria 

mai te aroha ki te marae e.  Kia ora katoa. 

 

Welcome, welcome, welcome!  Good health to every iwi here.  

Bring your love to this meeting place.  Be well, everyone. 

 
 
 

Karanga 
 
Bishop Mark will call and lead us on to the Historic Site 

 

Peace be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Call us, O Lord: 

Call us again to the ends of the earth. 

 

The Putatara (Conch Shell) will sound 

 

Tena kia waiata tatou ki a Ihowa; O come, let us sing to the Lord: 
 

 
 

Waiata atu ki a Ihowa, whakapaingia tona ingoa; we sing to you, O God, and 

bless your name: 
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Panuitia tona kororia ki nga iwi; we proclaim your glory to the nations: 
 

 
 

 

As we move on to the Historic Site, we sing: 
 

Come, Jesus Christ, and hear our prayer, 

And send your Spirit to us here, 

With grace to help us day by day 

And truth to guide us on our way. 
 

Teach us that we may sing your praise 

And live for you throughout our days; 

Increase our knowledge and our faith 

That we may trust you here on earth; 
 

until we join the hosts that cry 

'Holy is God, the Lord most high!' 

And in the light of that blest place 

We see you always, face to face. 
 

All glory to the Father, Son, 

 And Holy Spirit, three in one! 

To you, O holy Trinity, 

Be praise throughout eternity. 
 

HERR JESU CHRIST DICH ZU UNS WEND 

Wilhelm II of Saxe-Weimar? 1598-1662 

 

 

Im Namen des Vaters und des Sohnes und des + Heiligen Geistes.  Ki te ingoa 

o te Matua o te Tamaiti ko te + Wairua Tapu.  In the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the + Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Jesus said, I am the Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end.’ 

Call us, O Lord, you who are beginning and end; call us again to the 

beginning and the ends of the earth.  

 
 

Bishop Mark offers his Mihi (Greeting) 

 

 

A thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch 

in the night. 

With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 

like one day. 
Psalm 90:4 

Revelation 21:6a 

 

 

Waiata 
  

Hymn 
 

How brightly shines the Morning Star! 

In twilight sky it gleams afar;  

The reign of night is ended. 

Creation stirs to hail the light, 

Whose glories now with radiance bright 

Stream forth in beauty splendid. 

Joyful, Joyful, 

Songs outpouring, God adoring, all things living 

Thanks and praise to Him are giving. 
 

WIE SCHÖN LEUCHT UNS DER MORGENSTERN 

Josua Stegmann 1588-1632 
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Tahuna nga kanara  
 

Candle Lighting 

 

The people who once lived in darkness have been given a great Light! 

We sing out God’s praise.  He has brought us a Light of Hope and Peace. 

 

From the darkness of Creation, God brought forth Light! 

That Light flooded over the waters of creation, sparkling and dancing! 

 

Today, in this holy place, we celebrate the Light of God’s Love given to us. 

We shall see that Light and let it shine through our lives. 

 

As we light and place candles in this historic place, we sing: 
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

Light for the world to see. 
 

Christ, be our light!  

Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 
 

Christ, be our light … 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

Shared until all are fed. 
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Christ, be our light … 

 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

Walls made of living stone. 

 

Christ, be our light … 

 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

Making your kingdom come. 

 

Christ, be our light … 

 

Words and Music 

© 1993, 2000, Bernadette Farrell, Published by OCP 

 

 

 

Kōrero tara o te Paipera Tapu                               
 

God speaks to us through his Word 
 

Acts 1:1-8 

 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 

had chosen.   

 

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and 

speaking about the kingdom of God.   
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While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but 

to wait there for the promise of the Father.  ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you 

have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for 

you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 

authority.   

 

Sondern ihr werdet Kraft empfangen, wenn der Heilige Geist 

auf euch gekommen ist, und ihr werdet meine Zeugen sein in 

Jerusalem und in ganz Judäa und Samaria und bis an das Ende 

der Erde!                                                                                            
German 

 

Otiia ka riro he kaha i a koutou, ina haere mai te Wairua Tapu 

ki runga ki a koutou: a hei kaiwhakaatu koutou moku ki 

Hiruharama, ki Huria katoa, ki Hamaria hoki, a tae noa ki te 

pito whakamutunga o te ao.                                             
Te Reo Māori 

 

Otīa ka ona he kaha I a kotou, ina hara mai ta Wairua Tchap 

ki a kotou:  a hei kai hokoatu kotou hari ki Hiruharama, ki 

Huria kātoa, ki Hamaria hoki, tae noa ki ta pito hokomutunga 

o te Ao.                                                                                            
 

Moriori 

 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ 

 

This is the Word of the Lord: 

Thanks be to God.  
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Holy Spirit, you came with power to the waiting apostles: 

Come with your power again. 

 

Please sing this waiata after Bishop Mark has sung it through first: 

Wairua Tapu, kuhu mai; nau mai ki konei. 

Wairua Tapu, arahia; korero mai ano. 

Holy Spirit, welcome; you are welcome here. 

Guide us Holy Spirit; speak to us again. 
 

Words and Music 

N Manders and L Oram (Edge / Kingsland) 

 

 

 

TO THE ENDS of the EARTH 

 

Harald Lehmann, Gossner Mission 

 

 

 

Holy Spirit, call us again: 

Holy Spirit, call us to the ends of the earth. 

 

Wairua Tapu, kuhu mai; nau mai ki konei. 

Wairua Tapu, arahia; korero mai ano. 

Holy Spirit, welcome; you are welcome here. 

Guide us Holy Spirit; speak to us again. 

 

 

 

TO THE ENDS of the EARTH 

 

Professor Dr. h.c. Margot Käßmann, Special Envoy of the Council of 

the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) for the Anniversary of the 

Reformation 2017 
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Holy Spirit, call us again to the ends of the earth: 

Holy Spirit, call us to the ends of the earth, wherever they may be. 

 

Wairua Tapu, kuhu mai; nau mai ki konei. 

Wairua Tapu, arahia; korero mai ano. 

Holy Spirit, welcome; you are welcome here. 

Guide us Holy Spirit; speak to us again.  

 

 

 

Tree Planting 
 

Even if I knew that the world were to collapse tomorrow, I would still 

plant my apple tree today (attributed to Martin Luther) 

 

The Reformation that Martin Luther started in Wittenberg spread 

worldwide, including here to Rekohu – Wharekauri – the Chatham 

Islands of Aotearoa-New Zealand.  The Reformation anniversary 

celebration will effectively bring out this aspect in the town of 

Wittenberg.  As part of the 500-year Reformation celebration, the 

Luthergarten will emerge in different locations on town grounds 

through until 2017. 

 

The initial site for the Luthergarten is in the ramparts at the 

Andreasbreite.  At the centre of the elliptical garden is a space in the 

shape of a Luther rose.  Between the petals of the Luther Rose, five 

linden trees have been planted by worldwide Christian communions.  

From that central place, seven paths symbolically lead into the world, 

including here to the ends of the earth: Rekohu – Wharekauri – the 

Chatham Islands.  A main path, lined with a row of linden trees, traces 

a heavenly bow through the garden.  On the other avenues, different 

tree species from five continents are consciously mixed, emphasizing 

the international character of the project.  Between these avenues are 

meadows with scattered local fruit trees, planted more randomly in 

contrast to the orderly avenues. 
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Churches from all over the world and from all confessions have 

sponsored one of the 500 trees planted in Wittenberg, and at the same 

time have been invited to plant a corresponding tree in a place that is 

significant for their own church. 

 

A tree was planted in the Luthergarten on behalf of the Lutheran 

Church of New Zealand by Bishop Mark Whitfield in April 2016. 

 

Beginning today – this first day of the Reformation Anniversary Year 

– a tree will be planted here at Te Whakaru; the site of the first Lutheran 

Mission to New Zealand, and throughout Aotearoa where there is a 

Lutheran church. 

 

 

 

THE WORD 

 

Hear the Word of the Lord. 

 

The Apostle Paul says to the Colossians: “Plant your roots in Christ 

and let him be the foundation for your life.”                              Colossians 2:7 

 

And Jesus said: “This is to my Father’s glory that you bear much fruit, 

showing yourselves to be my disciples.”                                              John 15:8 

 

This is the Word of the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Harald Lehmann and Margot Käßmann plant a tree at the gravesite of one of the 

five Gossner Missionaries, David Muller 

 

 

Let us pray.  God of creation: You placed Adam and Eve, our common parents, 

in a beautiful garden.  Today you call us, their descendants, together in this 

remote corner of the garden of your creation.  We ask that your blessing of 
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growth may not only rest on this tree, but on the other trees we plant in 

commemoration, that each tree may be a symbol of our own growth in faith.  

Help us to see ourselves as "trees planted by streams of water which yield their 

fruit in due season."  May that fruit give testimony to the grace and love of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We sing: 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

When I call, answer me. 

O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer. 

Come and listen to me. 
Taizé Community ©1982 Les Presses de Taizé 

 

God of reformation: You placed our Lord Jesus Christ in the centre of your 

word and world.  When we have tended to rely on our own strength, you call us 

to trust in His grace and love.  We thank you for the witness of our mothers and 

fathers in the faith in many countries, and today especially we thank you for the 

faithfulness of the Gossner Missionaries who brought the Gospel to this place 

of Rekohu – Wharekauri – the Chatham Islands, and to our land of Aotearoa-

New Zealand.  Let us always be aware that the church constantly has to be 

renewed.  Give us strength to reform our daily life through your word.  Lord, in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer … 
 

God of the church: You have planted your church in every corner of the earth.  

Some bear their witness and produce their fruit of faith in areas where they are 

a majority.  Others bear witness and produce fruit where they are a minority.  

Keep those in the majority from apathy; keep those in the minority from 

discouragement.  As trees give shade to each other, may all Christian churches 

in the world offer encouragement to proclaim your Good News.  Let the 

communion, fellowship and joy in the gospel among them grow.  Lord, in your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer … 
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God of ecumenical relations: You have placed all of us within a great family, 

your one holy, catholic, and apostolic church on earth   … Roman Catholics, 

Orthodox, Anglicans, Reformed, Methodists, Lutherans and many others.  Call 

us again and remind us that we work together to serve you.  Nourish the spirit 

of love and cooperation amongst us for the sake of reaching all the ends of the 

earth with your saving Gospel.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, hear my prayer … 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 

Unser Vater in dem 
Himmel, 

dein Name werde 
geheiligt. 

dein Reich komme. 
dein Wille geschehe, 

auf Erden, wie im 
Himmel. 

Unser täglich Brot 
gib uns heute, 
und vergib uns 

unsere Schulden, 
wie wir unsern 

Schuldigern 
vergeben. 

Und führe uns nicht 
in Versuchung, 

sondern erlöse uns 
von dem Übel. 

 
Amen. 

E to matou Matua i te 
rangi, 

Kia tapu tou ingoa. 
Kia tae mai tou 
rangatiratanga. 

Kia meatia tau e pai ai 
ki runga ki te whenua, 

kia rite ano ki to te 
rangi. 

Homai ki a matou 
aianei he taro ma matou 

mo tenei ra. 
Murua o matou hara, 

me matou hoki e muru 
nei i o te hunga e hara 

ana ki a matou. 
Aua hoki matou e 

kawea kia whakawaia; 
engari whakaorangia 

matou i te kino. 
Nou hoki te rangatira-
tanga, te kaha, me te 

kororia, 
Ake, ake, ake. 

 
Amine. 

Our Father in 
heaven, hallowed                                                

be your name,                                                           
your kingdom 

come, your will be 
done,                                                                                                  

on earth as in 
heaven.                         

Give us today our 
daily bread.                   

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive                                                                                                                
those who sin 

against us.  Lead 
us not into 

temptation, but                                                                                                       
deliver us from evil.                                 
For the kingdom, 
the power, and the                                                                                                                

glory are yours, 
now                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

and for ever.   
 

Amen.                                                   
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Poroporoakī 
  

Blessing and Sending 
 

Call us, O Lord: 

Call us again to the ends of the earth. 
 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 

ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but 

only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with kindness, and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 

We sing 
 

Now thank we all our God 

With hearts and hands and voices, 

 Who wondrous things has done, 

 In whom the world rejoices; 

 Who from our mothers' arms 

 Has blest us on our way 

 With countless gifts of love, 

 And still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God 

 Through all our life be near us, 

 With ever joyful hearts 

 And blessed peace to cheer us. 

 Lord, keep us in your grace, 

 And guide us when perplexed, 

 And free us from all harm 

 In this world and the next. 
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 All praise and thanks to God 

 Who reigns in highest heaven, 

 To Father and to Son 

 And Spirit now be given: 

 The one eternal God, 

 Whom heaven and earth adore, 

 Who ever was, is now, 

 And shall be evermore. 
 

NUN DANKET ALLE GOTT 

J.Crüger 1598-1662 

Martin Rinckart 1586-1649 

 

 

 

Haere i runga i te aroha.  Haere i runga i te rangimarie.  Go in peace to love and 

serve the Lord. 

(Amine) Amen.  We go in the name of Christ. 
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Name of Jesus 
New Year’s Day Worship 

St Augustines, Te One 
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GOD WELCOMES US 

We come to God  
 

Alleluia! Christ has appeared to us. 

 Come, let us worship him.  Alleluia! 
 

Ki te ingoa o te Matua o te Tamaiti ko te Wairua Tapu.  In the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the + Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

We sing 
 

O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

And our eternal home: 
 

Under the shadow of thy throne, 

Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is thine arm alone, 

And our defense is sure. 
 

Before the hills in order stood, 

Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting thou art God, 

To endless years the same. 
 

A thousand ages in thy sight 

Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

Before the rising sun. 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

Bears all its sons away; 

They fly, forgotten, as a dream 

Dies at the opening day. 
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O God, our help in ages past, 

Our hope for years to come, 

Be thou our guide while troubles last, 

And our eternal home! 
 

ST ANNE William Croft 1678-1727 

Isaac Watts 1674-1748 

 

We pray psalm 96 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 

 sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

Sing to the Lord, praise his name; 

 proclaim his salvation day after day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, 

 his marvellous deeds among all peoples. 

Glory to God in the highest. 

 

Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

 he is to be feared above all gods. 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 

 bring an offering and come into his courts. 

Worship the Lord in the splendour of his holiness; 

 tremble before him, all the earth. 

Glory to God in the highest. 

 

Say among the nations, ‘The Lord reigns’. 

 He will judge the peoples with equity. 

Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

 let the sea resound, and all that is in it.  

Let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 

 Let all creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes. 

Glory to God in the highest. 

 



 
36 

 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Lord God, heavenly Father, 
you have given your dear Son for our salvation. 
Help us to begin the new year 
in the name of Jesus, 
and praise you, our Father, in all that we do. 
We ask this through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever 
Amen. 

 

 

 

GOD SPEAKS TO US 

We listen to God’s Word 

 

The First Reading 

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Numbers 6:22-27 

 

The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his 

sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the Israelites: You shall say 

to them, 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to 

shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his 

countenance upon you, and give you peace.  So they shall put 

my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 

 

This is the word of the Lord:   

Thanks be to God. 
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We sing Psalm 8 

 

O Lord, our Lord, in all the earth 

Your glorious name is ever praised. 

Even on lips of infant babes 

Your song is raised; your song is raised. 

Alleluia.  

 

When I look at the sun and moon, 

The stars and all in heav’n above, 

How is it that we humans know 

Your saving love?  Your saving love? 

Alleluia. 

 

How can it be that you should care 

For us poor creatures of the dust? 

Yet you have made us like yourself 

And honoured us; and honoured us. 

Alleluia.  

 

Over all creatures great and small 

You let us share your power to reign. 

O Lord, our Lord, in all the earth 

We praise your name; we praise your name. 

Alleluia.  
GELOBT SEI GOTT Melchior Vulpius c.1560-1615 

Words ©David Schütz 

 

The Second Reading 

Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Philippians 2:5-11 

 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

   did not regard equality with God 

   as something to be exploited, 

but emptied himself, 
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   taking the form of a slave, 

   being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 

   he humbled himself 

   and became obedient to the point of death— 

   even death on a cross. 

 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

   and gave him the name 

   that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus 

   every knee should bend, 

   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue should confess 

   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

   to the glory of God the Father. 

 

This is the word of the Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

We sing 

 

Immanuel, we sing your praise, 

The prince of life, the fount of grace,  

The flower of heaven and star of dawn, 

The Lord of lords, the virgin-born. 

 

Now you are here, our God most blest, 

And in the manger-bed you rest; 

  Though now so small, you raise us high; 

You clothed the world, yet naked lie. 
 

VOM HIMMEL HOCH Martin Luther 1483-1546 

Wir singen dir, Immanuel Paul Gerhardt 1607-76 
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The Gospel  

Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 2:15-21 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary 

and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this 

child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them. 

 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the 

child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. 

 

This is the gospel of the Lord   

 Praise be to you, O Christ  

 

We sing 

 

'Glory to God on his high throne 

For he has given us his Son!' 

And so the angels bring us cheer, 

To everyone a glad new year. 

 

 

The Message 

Rev John Henderson, Bishop of the Lutheran Church of 

Australia and New Zealand 
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We sing 

 

How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

And drives away our fear. 

 

It makes the wounded spirit whole, 

And calms the troubled breast; 

’Tis manna to the hungry soul, 

And to the weary, rest. 

 

Dear Name, the Rock on which I build, 

My Shield and Hiding Place, 

My never-failing treasury, filled 

With boundless stores of grace! 

 

Jesus! my Shepherd, Saviour, Friend, 

My Prophet, Priest and King, 

My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 

Accept the praise I bring. 

 

Weak is the effort of my heart, 

And cold my warmest thought; 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

With every fleeting breath, 

And may the music of Thy Name 

Refresh my soul in death! 
 

ST PETER Alexander Robert Reinagle 1799-1877 

John Newton 1725-1807 
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We confess our faith  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead, and buried.  

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven,  

 and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,  

from thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

WE PRAY 

We pray for ourselves and the world  

 

We rejoice with Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and the wise men at 

the coming of our Lord Jesus.  Let us pray to him. 

 

Lord Jesus:  

Hear our prayer. 
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You have come to live among us, full of grace and truth.  Live in our 

hearts, and show your grace to others through us. 

 

Lord Jesus:    

Hear our prayer. 

 

You have brought us pardon and peace with our heavenly Father.  Help 

us to please him by living at peace with each other. 

 

Lord Jesus:    

Hear our prayer. 

 

You are the Prince of Peace, Lord of all, and light for the world.  Guide 

the nations, and help them work together for justice and peace. 

 

Lord Jesus:    

Hear our prayer. 

 

You took on our human weakness, and you healed many people.  

Strengthen the weak, heal the sick, and comfort those who suffer. 

 

Lord Jesus:    

Hear our prayer. 

 

Other prayers may follow 

 

Eternal God, thank you for sending your Son to be the light for the 

world.  Guide the nations by his light, so that the whole world may see 

your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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We pray the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come,  

your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever.  Amen.  

 

 
 

GOD BLESSES US 

We go with God 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

May God the Father show us the light of his glory in the face of his 

Son, so that we shine as a light in the world.  And the blessing of 

almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always. 

Amen. 

 

We sing a hymn/song 

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares can destroy, 

Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
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Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

                                                                                                                            Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

Your strength in our hearts, Lord at the noon of the day. 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
 

Traditional Irish Folk Tune 

Jan Struther 1901-1953 
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Tree Planting 

At the grave of Johannes Engst 
 

 

 

Opening  Bishop Mark Whitfield 
 

 

 

The Word In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 

all the world should be registered.  This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered 

with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 

a child.  While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the 

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 

them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 

earth peace among those whom he favours!’                                                                   
Luke 2:1-14 
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The Planting Ron Seymour and River Seymour (descendants of Johann 

Baucke) 
 

 

 

Prayer God of heaven and earth, the work of your hands is made 

known in your bountiful creation and in the lives of those 

who faithfully live their lives in your grace.  Today we 

remember the life and work and ministry of the Gossner 

Missionaries in these islands.  Be present with us this day as 

we mark their lives and remember them and their 

contribution to the people of this place through the planting 

of this tree.  May this tree speak the power of your life in our 

midst, deeply rooted and ever growing in all creation, through 

Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Song  Not on a snowy night  

By star or candlelight  

Nor by an angel band  

There came to our dear land 
 

Te Harinui  

Te Harinui  

Te Harinui  

Glad tidings of great joy 
 

An einem Sommertag           But on a summer day 

Am Strand bei Wellenschlag            Within a quiet bay 

Maoris hörten dort                    The Māori people heard 

Der Frohen Botschaft Wort: The great and glorious word 
 

Te Harinui 

Te Harinui 

Te Harinui 

Die Zeit der Freude ist da!    Glad tidings of great joy 
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The people gathered round  

Upon the grassy ground  

And heard the preacher say  

I bring to you this day 

 

Te Harinui … 

 

Gesegnet ist dies Land      Now in this blessed land 

Vereint sing Herz un Hand       United heart and hand 

Gepriesen, der uns hält,                We praise the glorious birth 

Wir singen alle Welt.                    And sing to all the earth 

 

Te Harinui 

Te Harinui 

Te Harinui 

Die Zeit der Freude ist da!    Glad tidings of great joy 

 

©1957 William Macky 

  

 

 

Blessing  Kia tau ki a tātou katoa 

Te atawhai o tō tātou Ariki, a Ihu Karaiti 

Me te aroha o te Atua 

Me te whiwhingatahitanga 

Ki te wairua tapu 

Ake, ake, ake 

Amine 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all 

Forever and ever 

Amen 
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Tree Planting 

Stone Cottage, Maunganui 

 

 

 

Opening God of Wonder, you spoke the Word and all things came into 

being.  You spoke the Word and restored right relationships 

through the power of the cross and resurrection.   

 

You continue to speak the Word of renewal and life as your 

Spirit moves among us.   

 

Open our lives to hear and see and honour your ongoing 

work of creation as you call us to “touch the Earth lightly” 

through lives of care and compassion for all that you have 

made.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your Word of 

hope.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

The Word Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, 

or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they 

meditate day and night.  They are like trees planted by streams 

of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 

do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper.         
Psalm 1:1-3 

 

 

 

The Planting Bishop John Henderson and Bishop Mark Whitfield  
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Prayer O God of solar systems and grains of sand, elephants and 

infants, mountains and microbes, bless this tree to live as a 

message of hope for the future and a reminder of your call to 

care for all Creation.   

 

As its roots grow deep and strong, may our faith grow ever 

deeper and more compassionate.  As its branches open wide 

to the sky, may our arms open wide to embrace the greatest 

and smallest of your creatures.  As its leaves provide food and 

oxygen, may we provide food for the hungry and hope for the 

lost.  Bless this tree as a living reminder of your love and grace 

always among us.   

Amen. 

 

 

 

Song Praise to the Lord,  

O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath,  

Come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen 

Sound from his people again, 

Gladly for aye we adore him.                                     
LOBE DEN HERREN 

Joachim Neander 1650-1680 

 

 

 

Blessing God the Creator inspire you, Christ the Redeemer restore 

you, and the Holy Spirit, the Sustainer, transform you, now 

and forever.   

Amen. 
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Waiata                                                                                                             Songs 

 

E toru ngā mea 
Ngā mea nunui 

E kī ana 
Te Paipera 
Tūmanako 

Whakapono 
Ko te mea nui 

Ko te aroha. 
 
 

Nun danket alle Gott 
Mit Herzen, Mund und Händen, 

Der große Dinge tut 
An uns und allen Enden, 

Der uns von Mutterleib 
Und Kindesbeinen an 

Unzählig viel zu gut 
Bis hier her hat getan. 

 

Der ewig reiche Gott 
Woll uns bei unsrem Leben 

Ein immer fröhlich Herz 
Und edlen Frieden geben, 

Und uns in seiner Gnad, 
Erhalten fort und fort 

Und uns aus aller Not 
Erlösen hier und dort. 

 

Lob, Ehr und Preis sei Gott, 
Dem Vater und dem Sohne 

Und dem, der beiden gleich 
Im höchsten Himmelsthrone, 

Dem einig höchsten Gott, 
Als er anfänglich war 

Und ist und bleiben wird 
Jetzt und immerdar. 

There are three things 
Very important things 
As stated in 
The Bible 
Hope 
Faith 
And the greatest thing 
Love. 
 
 

Now thank we all our God 
With hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done, 
In whom the world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers' arms 
Has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today. 
 

O may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us, 
With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us. 
Lord, keep us in your grace, 
And guide us when perplexed, 
And free us from all harm 
In this world and the next. 
 

All praise and thanks to God 
Who reigns in highest heaven, 
To Father and to Son 
And Spirit now be given: 
The one eternal God, 
Whom heaven and earth adore, 
Who ever was, is now, 
And shall be evermore. 
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PARTICIPANTS IN THE COMMEMORATIVE TOUR TO THE 

CHATHAM ISLANDS 
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Haidee Janetzki 
Shakira Farmer 
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Oliver Farmer 
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